
Life is to be alive and it is the existence of Truth where the 
Soul and Spirit that is the origin of the world is alive. Life is an 
existence that is alive, yet no one knows what life is because man 
has never learned about life and also because life does not exist 
within the mind of the self.
The mind of man resembles the mind of the world. The world 
is life itself, but man's mind, which merely resembles the world, 
does not have life. In other words, man has taken pictures of 
everything in the world and stored those pictures in his mind. He 
lives within that mind that is a copy of the living world; therefore 
he does not know the origin of life. Only this life is the eternal, 
never-changing living existence and all material things that are 
born in this world are an expression of this life. All these things 
are alive because life that is the origin is alive. Coming from this 
life that is the origin, and returning to this life that is the origin, is 
the law of nature; it is Truth.
When people speak of material things being "alive" or "dead", they 
are speaking from their human preconceptions, from the human 
mind. Only man is truly dead. Man is not alive because he is an 
illusion that has departed from the place of life and he is living in 
a world of his own mind, which does not exist. A camera takes 
pictures of the world and it produces something that resembles 
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the world. Just as those pictures are not real, man moves, breathes, 
speaks and eats just as a person in a video does but none of it is 
real. Man talks about himself from within his own mind world, 
and his life's fate is determined by the pre-programming that is 
his mind world. Thus he lives out his life according to the script 
of his video. What one sees in a video is another world that does 
not exist in this world; human life is the same.
Everything produced in a video has life only when it exists 
in the world. Likewise, man must exist in the world in order 
to have life. The origin of life is the great Universe; the place 
before all material existence comes forth, the empty sky without 
material things, the Creator, the origin of the great Universe. 
This existence itself is the origin of life, so true life is when man 
returns to this origin and changes his human mind to the mind of 
the world that is the origin, and is reborn in that world. Discard 
the mind that resembles the origin and become the origin; only 
then will there be life. It is the same principle as discarding the 
videotape, for everything in the videotape is an illusion, and when 
it has been discarded the world of reality exists and one's self that 
is living becomes real. Through meditation, people are able to 
discard this videotape and to be born and live in the world.  
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Cloudy day
When the wind stops
Pine Island becomes
A picture of black and white painting.
When beholding the Pine Island
drawn in black ink
It is rich in an ink fragrance.
			            Photograph & Poem by Lim Chae-wook
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Wolcheonri Pine Island. 100x230cm. 2010.



6 7

월천리 솔섬. 100×230cm. 2010. 

흐린 날
바람이 멈추면
솔섬은
한 폭의 수묵화가 된다.
먹으로 그린 솔섬을 보면
묵향이 그윽하다. 

사진 & 글 임채욱

흐린 날
바람이 멈추면
솔섬은
한 폭의 수묵화가 된다.
먹으로 그린 솔섬을 보면
묵향이 그윽하다. 

사진 & 글 임채욱

As if wind and waterIn 1988, as I was traveling in Russian Chukotka Peninsula in an 
eastern part of Siberia to document the Arctic Circle, I saw some 
odd-shaped greenish clouds in the northern sky. The clouds were 
expanding more and more, and soon spreading very quickly to all of 
the sky. I found out later that this was an aurora phenomenon.

Since then, I wanted to photograph the aurora but did not have an 
opportunity to do so until my travels in the Arctic Circle last fall to 
this spring. This year is the period of maximum solar activity which 
comes around once every eleven years. After years of calmness, the 
sun boils up to produce many black sunspots. As the solar black 
spots explode, high energy particles spread throughout the universe; 
and this is called the solar wind. The wind travels near earth and 
as it is pulled in via the earth’s gravitational pull, it reacts with the 
atmosphere of earth to produce the light; that light is the aurora. The 
aurora can be seen in the northern and southern polar axis regions of 
earth due to the regions’ strong magnetic fields. The earth is similar 
to a stick magnet with a north and south polarity; and the aurora 
appears in each polar region at same time with same symmetric 
forms, called aurora borealis in the northern parts of earth.

The best area to see aurora is the northern parts (the Arctic Circle), 
since the southern parts are mostly ocean. It can be observed only 
in a great donut-shaped region center of the north magnetic pole 
of earth. This donut-shaped region is between a northern latitude 
of 62 to 70 and includes the northern areas of Canada, Siberia, 
Scandinavia, Iceland, Greenland,  and Alaska. 








